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The past year has been a very 
eventful one for Strathearn 
Arts. For the majority of the 
period since the last AGM the 
country has been in various 
stages of lockdown, rendering 
our normal programme of 
events and activities virtually 
impossible. Although our 
ability to open to the public 
was severely limited, our 
Staff and Trustees worked 
imaginatively to provide a 
programme of online events 
and activities for the benefit of 
the community, the highlight 
being our hugely successful 
SOFA (Strathearn Online 
Festival of the Arts). The 
event was the culmination 
of a huge amount of effort 
and collaboration across the 
region, and demonstrates the 
progress being made in our 
ambition to act as the central 
coordinating focus for the arts 
across Strathearn. 

We began to build on this 
ambition to become a 
regional hub for the creative 
arts in February 2020 by 
initiating and hosting the 
successful “Forum for the Arts 
in Strathearn”, which attracted 

over 40 attendees from 
more than 20 local groups, 
businesses and organizations 
with the aim of encouraging 
greater cooperation 
among the arts and cultural 
community for mutual benefit.   

Given that the restrictive 
effects of the pandemic 
will be with us to a greater 
or lesser degree for the 
foreseeable future, Angela, our 
Arts Programme Coordinator, 
has been working on an 
innovative future programme 
that places less emphasis 
on events within the 
auditorium and incorporates 
more outside venues and 
other means by which our 
audiences can enjoy arts and 
culture within the guidelines. 
Our first ever Drive-In 
Cinema weekend in June, 
produced in partnership with 
Comrie Croft, is an excellent 
upcoming example of this. 
Improvements to our building 
have also continued apace, 
including the installation of an 
upgraded projection system 
and retractable cinema screen 
thanks to grant funding from 
Screen Scotland. We will 

also be launching a project 
to improve the functionality, 
appearance and user appeal 
of the auditorium, box office, 
and main entrance.

The inability to generate event 
income through lockdown led 
to an increased reliance on 
external funding to sustain our 
operation. Barry, our Treasurer, 
and Phil, our Development 
Manager, have been tireless 
in their efforts to successfully 
secure both available 
government support and 
specific funding destined for 
the arts sector. Together with 
furloughing two of our staff, 
we have maintained a stable 
financial position throughout 
the period. Our longer-term 
development plans also face 
setback by the pandemic, and 
we are in discussion with our 
principal external funders to 
extend their support. 

We have also seen changes 
to the board over the last 
year. Caroline Moore and Neil 
Combe both stood down 
from their trustee roles, and 
five new trustees have joined 
us over the course of the year. 

LETTER FROM 
THE CHAIR

27th April 2021  

Each brings a valuable skill set 
to the team and collectively 
they have done much to 
improve the age profile of the 
Board. Fiona Wellstood will 
stand down as Secretary and 
a Trustee at this AGM, but we 
are hugely fortunate that she 
will continue to support us as 
a volunteer.

Ray McMaster, a much-loved 
member of Strathearn Arts 
and valued member of the 
board, sadly succumbed to 
long term illness and passed 
away in November. He has 
been much missed by all the 
Strathearn Arts team.

As you may be aware, our 
Constitution allows us to 
have up to 8 Trustees and 
with Fiona’s departure we 
will be down to 7. At this 
AGM, we will be proposing 
to amend our Constitution 
to increase the number 
of Trustees to 10 and will 
therefore have vacancies 
for 3 Trustees to join the 
Board. We would welcome 
expressions of interest from 
all members, and particularly 
those with a background in 

finance, accounting, legal, HR, 
property or administration.

Of course, the success of 
Strathearn Arts depends in no 
small way on our faithful band 
of unpaid volunteers to whom 
we as Trustees extend our 
grateful thanks.   
We have obviously 
experienced a hiatus in 
activity due to lockdown 
restrictions and we look 
forward to welcoming our 
volunteers back as we begin 
to reopen.  We’re always keen 
to welcome new volunteers 
with a variety of skills to 
assist in all aspects of our 
operation, whether that be 
the presentation of events, 
manning the bar, staffing 
the box office and shop, 
maintaining and improving 
our facilities, or background 
work with the Staff and 
Trustees in the administration 
and operation of the 
organisation. 

Gordon Wright

Chair
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IN MEMORIAM
RAY MCMASTER

Dec 1958 - Nov 2020

The Board and Staff of Strathearn Arts were all deeply saddened by 
the loss of a greatly valued colleague and friend, Ray McMaster, on 
7th November 2020. Ray had been a trustee of the charity for the last 
three years and a long-standing, committed supporter of the local 
arts, culture and heritage scene, giving up so much of his time to 
help it thrive.

We all owe a great debt to Ray’s expertise when it came to handling 
a wide range of property related matters and his enthusiasm for the 
heritage of the building and its place in the community spilled over 
into so many areas. He loved to see the auditorium filled with live 
music and theatre performances and supported the revival of the 
monthly tea dances, even taking to the floor himself on occasion. 
His love of film gave rise to ‘Ray Recommends’ during Lockdown 
– a weekly summary of the best offerings on terrestrial TV – which 
was appreciated by so many who were isolated and missing the 
collective experience of cinema. His enthusiasm also extended to 
less visible parts of the building which he helped to shape and make 
ready for local groups to use.

Ray’s involvement in our search for grant funding helped us to secure 
a major award from the Architectural Heritage Fund, which together 
with a substantial award from another funder allowed Strathearn 
Arts to take significant strides forward. His advocacy for inclusivity 
brought about successful funding bids for the stair lift and the 
hearing loop system. As someone who was hard of hearing himself, 
Ray understood the importance of enabling everyone to get the full 
enjoyment from performances.

Ray was always a fully committed member of the Board and we shall 
all miss his encouraging presence, wise counsel and wry sense of 
humour. Even during the health challenges he faced in the past year, 
his commitment was unwavering and his decision to step down from 
the board of Strathearn Arts barely a month before his death was a 
mark of his dedication. More than that, Ray was a friend to us all and 
we shall miss his presence with us.

https://www.strathearnarts.org/ray-recommends?fbclid=IwAR2iD5ZhPMAdUu9CXV6i2TZedf4sxsYMK-YO7icL5x2xrDynHX_KsftMvhE
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TRUSTEES
2020-2021

There has been much movement in the board over the course of the 
last year. During 2020, we said goodbye to three of our most valued 
Trustees. Caroline Moore stood down as Secretary and Trustee at the 
last AGM and Neil Combe stood down in October to concentrate 
on new full-time employment. Ray McMaster was a longstanding 
and dedicated member of the board whose tireless commitment to 
Strathearn Arts continued right through the latter stages of his illness. 
All three made a significant contribution to the development and 
success of the charity and will be greatly missed.

Fiona Wellstood will stand down as Secretary and a Trustee at this 
AGM. Fiona has been a stalwart supporter of Strathearn Arts in many 
guises over a long period and whilst she is taking a step back from 
formal roles she plans to continue as a volunteer, and we look 
forward to working alongside her into the future.  

We were fortunate to recruit five new Trustees during 2020. Helen 
Lewis-McPhee joined us in February, Louisa Rattrie in September, and 
Fiona Warrender, Kim Osborne and Megan Rawcliffe in October.

Recognising the need for new and additional Trustees with specific 
skill sets and as mentioned in the Letter from the Chair we are 
proposing to amend our Constitution to increase the number of 
Trustees to ten. We will therefore have vacancies for 3 Trustees and 
would welcome expressions of interest to join the Board, particularly 
from those with a finance, accounting, legal, HR, property or 
administrative background. If you are interested in more information 
about joining the Board as a Trustee, please get in touch with 
admin@strathearnarts.org.

Mechanical Engineering, University of Edinburgh; Royal College of Defence 
Studies-1993 Course. Professional experience: over 30 years with BAE Systems 
(formerly British Aerospace), most recently Executive Vice President Latin America and 
President BAE Systems Brazil.  From 2003 – 2006 Gordon was seconded to the UK 
Government as an adviser on overseas trade development.  On taking early retirement 
from BAE Systems he spent a further four years as a freelance consultant.  Gordon 
offers experience in business development, marketing, contract negotiation and a 
range of practical skills.  He has served on number of boards including the American 
School of Brasilia and more locally, the Breadalbane Tourism Circle.    Gordon has a 
keen interest in film, theatre and music and joined the board of Strathearn Arts in 2016 
and is a member of both the Property and Funding sub-groups.

Gordon Wright, Chair

BA (Hons) English Language and Literature from University of Hull. Professional 
experience: Recently retired after almost 40 years in retail and administration, including 
bookshop management, administrative support in the Clerks’ Department of the 
House of Commons and 15 years working in the charitable sector. Her skills include 
communications, events organisation and improving the client experience. Fiona 
joined the board of Strathearn Arts in 2016 and is a member of the Film sub-group. 
She is an advocate for live performance in all forms and has been actively involved in 
amateur dramatics since school both as a director and on stage.

Fiona Wellstood, Secretary

Professional experience: Over 20 years of Operations experience, for Retail, 
Manufacturing/Distribution and Software companies, including Intersport, McQueen, 
Sykes Enterprises and SCO, in UK and Ireland. Since moving back to the UK, Barry 
has worked, on a voluntary basis, on various Town Centre Regeneration projects, 
with Crieff Community Trust, mainly related to derelict buildings. He has been both 
Treasurer and Chair of Morrison’s Academy Parents Association and continues on the 
committee. His skills include facilities/supplier management, financial/project planning 
and brings a wide range of practical capabilities. Barry joined the board, as Treasurer, 
in 2016, and is keen to improve the efficiency of the operation, to ensure the charity 
continues to deliver benefits to its beneficiaries and is sustainable.

Barry Hargrave, Treasurer

OFFICE BEARERS

mailto:admin%40strathearnarts.org.?subject=
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MA Psychology and Sociology from 
University of Edinburgh; MLitt Publishing 
Studies from University of Stirling. 
Professional experience: Over 15 years 
in marketing and events including 
roles at Morrison’s Academy, Crieff, 
and Canongate Books, Edinburgh and 
London. Helen is currently Marketing 
Manager at Strathallan School, 
Forgandenny. Other experience includes 
internships and voluntary experience with 
The McKernan Literary Agency, University 
of Stirling’s Book Unbound Project, Crieff 
Arts Festival, Edinburgh Wellbeing Festival 
and others. 

Helen is a passionate supporter of rural 
arts and has over ten years freelance 
experience running events and helping 
artists and small creative businesses in 
rural areas through her own marketing 
consultancy. 

Degree in Maths and Computing, Open 
University. Professional experience: 
Over 40 years with British Telecom, 
covering large business switchboards, 
electro-mechanical switching in 
Telephone Exchanges and most recently 
as a database developer. His interest 
in conservation and environmental 
issues led to his participation in a 
Cambridgeshire Conservation group 
and more recently, Chairman of Crieff 
in Leaf. Kim also has a strong interest in 
music and film, and this has led him into 
organising and supporting music festivals, 
including some sound engineering, in 
the past as well as being a member of the 
Film sub-group and film projection for 
Strathearn Arts. 

TRUSTEES

Helen Lewis-McPhee Kim Osborne 

MA (Hons) Religious Studies, from the 
University of Aberdeen. Professional 
experience: As a recent graduate, Megan’s 
experience is a combination of voluntary 
and paid roles. She has served as an Artist 
Liaison Officer for Celtic Connections for 
three years running, served as a member 
of the Youth Involvement Panel at The 
Edinburgh International Culture Summit 
in 2019; spent six months working as the 
North East Arts Hub Programme Assistant, 
at The Royal Conservatoire of Scotland 
and more recently has taken up a post 
with OFGEM as an Application Reviewer 
in their Renewable Energy Department. 
Megan has a particular interest in youth 
arts being a volunteer Member of the 
National Youth Arts Advisory Group 
and has been on the grants panel for 
the Nurturing Talent Fund for the past 
year. She also enjoys Scottish traditional 
music and was herself part of the Gordon 
Duncan Experience – a Celtic youth big 
band – for 5 years and performed at the 
MG Alba Scots Trad Music Awards, Solas 
Festival, Celtic Connections and other 
events.

Dip. COT Glasgow School of 
Occupational Therapy; Further and Adult 
Education Teaching Certificate City & 
Guilds of London Institute; PgCert in 
Higher Education Learning and Teaching 
Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen. 
Professional experience: Fiona is a 
Director and Council Member of the 
British Association of Occupational 
Therapists and Royal College of 
Occupational Therapists and Country 
Board Chair for RCOT so is well versed 
in governance and risk management, 
effective liaison within organisations 
as well as understanding the value of 
supporting partnership working and 
external influencing.  Fiona has lectured 
at Robert Gordon University and is the 
author of several occupational therapy 
publications. She has a lively interest in 
the arts and through her professional 
experience she is keen to explore the 
value of artistic experience to benefit the 
wider and more disadvantaged sections 
of the community.   

Megan Rawcliffe Fiona Warrender

PhD in Publishing Studies and 
Management from the Universities of 
Stirling and St Andrews; MLitt Publishing 
Studies; MFA and Ba (Hons) Fine Art 
from Duncan of Jordanstone College 
of Art and Design (DJCAD), Dundee. 
Louisa has presented her research at 
national and international conferences 
and cultural events such as Aye Write! 
and Between Paper and Pixels 2016 
in Aarhus, Denmark. Her forthcoming 
post-doctoral WiRe Women in Research 
Fellowship at the University of Muenster 
will explore Artists’ Book Fairs in the 
UK. Professional experience: Louisa has 
worked as Gallery Assistant Co-ordinator 
and Gallery Technician for Dundee 

Contemporary Arts, Project Assistant at 
DJCAD Exhibitions Department and was 
also a committee member of the artist-
run gallery space GENERATORProjects. 
Louisa’s artist practice saw her 
successfully obtaining The Royal Scottish 
Academy’s John Kinross Scholarship 
2004 and collaborating on an installation 
for the Bucharest Young Artists’ Biennial, 
2006. Louisa believes that grassroots 
creative practices in the community 
are a vital part of the cultural and social 
fabric, and finds non-profit work hugely 
rewarding in helping to support all kinds 
of creative work find audiences, to be 
enjoyed, challenged, and critiqued.

Louisa Rattrie (Dr Louisa Preston)
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Over 20 years at a FTSE 100 publishing company in a range of roles including 
marketing, publishing, business development and strategy. For the last 5 years, 
Phil worked for 3rd sector organisations and various freelance projects.

STAFF
In 2019, three paid members of staff joined the Strathearn 
Arts team to help drive our vision to become a sustainable 
centre supporting all of Strathearn.

Phil Mestecky,  
Development Manager

Angela Lennon,  
Arts Programme Coordinator

Emma McIntyre, 
Administrator

Angela has over 17 years of experience in the creative arts sector, with a 
proven track record of arts programming, audience development, festival and 
event management. Previously, she led the artistic programme, as curator/
deputy director for a contemporary arts centre, producing various festivals, and 
curating an annual programme of exhibitions and events, working with national 
and international artists. In addition to her role as Strathearn Arts Programme 
Coordinator, Angela is also studying for a MA in Creative Events Management at 
Falmouth University, with a specific interest in creative practices in event design 
and sustainable practice.

Emma started her career working as an Administration Co-ordinator for a 
national grounds maintenance company.  Developing in the role, she ultimately 
became PA to the chairman. Moving into finance, Emma spent several years 
with Ford financial before going on to work for the Crieff hydro hotel as Finance 
Assistant.  During this time also supported a local charity, The Joshua Deeth 
Foundation, in a voluntary role as Secretary as part of a small team helping co-
ordinate many fundraising events as well as assisting with administrative tasks.
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STRATHEARN ARTS
Strathearn Artspace was founded in October 2013 as a Scottish 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO SC044319) with 
the broad charitable purpose to support the arts in Strathearn 
through promotion, education, community engagement and 
the provision of a sustainable arts centre in Crieff. 

Since then, the charity has grown and evolved, presenting a diverse programme 
of artistic and cultural events and exhibitions at our main base at 6 Comrie Street. 
In 2019, we rebranded as Strathearn Arts to reflect the expanding nature of our 
programme across venues in Strathearn. In 2020 our Comrie Street home grew 
too, when we took over the retail space at 2 Comrie Street to offer a new shop-
front space for our members, artists and audiences to enjoy.

From its inception, the charity has always relied on a small but passionate 
group of volunteers and members. In 2019 a commitment to long-term 
sustainability was made with the employment of three paid members of staff. 
Their recruitment has allowed the organisation to move rapidly through our next 
stage of development, delivering a rich programme of concerts, theatre, ceilidhs, 
folk club, tea dances, comedy, visual art exhibitions, a pop-up museum, author 
readings and a cinema. At our heart, we are a community-based project whose 
aim is to support local artists and creatives in a variety of ways, and to promote 
Strathearn as a cultural hub within the Scottish arts context.

The board of charity trustees are jointly responsible for running the SCIO and 
managing its assets. Our members take an active interest in and support the aims 
of the organisation.  

The purposes of Strathearn Arts are:

•  The provision of recreational facilities to create and run a sustainable arts 
centre for the residents of Crieff and Strathearn and the wider community to 
improve their conditions of life through participation and enjoyment of the 
creative arts. 

•  To promote and advance the arts, culture and heritage to residents and other 
people who visit our community by providing opportunities to participate in 
artistic, cultural and creative endeavours.

•  To advance the education of the public through the promotion of the 
appreciation of and participation in the arts and through the provision of training 
and education in arts, heritage and culture.

•  To advance community development by encouraging the residents to actively 
participate in making decisions relating to local cultural issues.
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VALUES

We are energetic, passionate and determined to 
improve the quality of what we do and how we do it. 

Reaching Higher

We are proud of all we’ve achieved so far. 

We have already made a big difference to many 
people in Strathearn. 

We are confident that we can continue to build on 
this in the future.

Boldness

Reliability and Consistency

We strive to be consistent, efficient and professional 
in all we do. Our customers, colleagues, partners etc 
trust us, respect us and know they can rely on us.

Creativity

We are innovative and open to new ideas in our 
programme and our processes. 

If it doesn’t work – we learn, improve and 
innovate again. 

We are organised, professional and 
reliable in the delivery of our programme 
and our services

We have built a vibrant, high quality, 
innovative and coordinated programme 
of art, events and performances

Our activities bring physical and mental 
health and well-being benefits to all 

It is stimulating, engaging, inclusive, 
thought-provoking and fun

It provides valuable opportunities for 
social interaction, not only for our users, 
but also for our volunteers

Consistently high-quality 
artistic experiences

Enrich people’s lives

VISION

We engage with and provide shared 
experiences for all ages, and address 
inequalities and disadvantage wherever 
possible

We support and promote the 
development of a thriving creative 
community of artists and groups in 
Strathearn

We provide a focal point for local arts and 
culture policy, funding and awareness of 
the cultural landscape and activity in the 
area 

We are welcoming, open and transparent. 

We encourage interaction and 
keenly engage with and support our 
communities

Driven by our programme and our 
facilities, and through our coordinating 
role in the local artistic community, 
Strathearn has developed a wide 
reputation as a cultural destination

We actively engage in the Scottish 
cultural “scene” (e.g. agencies, promoters, 
producers and other venues) to tap into 
new opportunities and raise awareness of 
our work 

Bring the community together Put Strathearn on the cultural 
map of Scotland

Provide consistently high-quality artistic experiences which enrich 
people’s lives, bring the community together and put Strathearn on the 
cultural map of Scotland.

Inclusivity

We are welcoming, open and transparent. 

We encourage interaction and keenly engage 
with and support our communities.
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2020
A YEAR OF DISRUPTION & 
OPPORTUNITIES 

The events of 2020 significantly disrupted our plans for the year, and for 
the future. COVID-19 has dramatically changed how arts organisations 
approach putting on events but opened opportunities to explore new ways 
of reaching audiences. We closed our doors on the 17th of March 2020. 
Crieff Folk Club held a session night in January and the folk musicians Jim 
and Susie Malcolm performed at Strathearn Arts in late February. Sadly, this was 
the last public music event we hosted before all events and hall bookings were 
cancelled indefinitely. A brief window of relaxed restrictions allowed us to open 
for one carefully managed film screening in October before the country went 
into lockdown and we closed our doors again.

Yet, despite these obstacles, we continued to deliver benefits to our community 
during lockdown, with our Strathearn Online Festival of the Arts (S.O.F.A), the 
lockdown exhibition, pop-up shop, Dance for Health Zoom sessions, and online 
creative learning in writing, drawing and guitar. 

A major highlight of our 2020 activities was S.O.F.A, our highly successful online 
festival that took place in July. This weekend-long event brought together arts and 
cultural groups from across the area to present an exciting, mixed programme of 
live and pre-recorded content including music, readings, interviews and a talent 
competition for young people. The event was a huge success and demonstrates the 
progress being made in our ambition to act as a coordinating focus for the arts across 
Strathearn. After months of lockdown, it was a real chance for the community to get 
together in a way that hadn’t happened for so long. There were contributions from a 
wide range of local organisations including Crieff Folk Club, Strathearn Music Society, 
Chris’s Gigs, Culture Perth & Kinross, Crieff Arts Festival, Re:Make, KG Dance and Dance 
for Life as well as individual artists and musicians such as Finn Paul, Robbie Hutton, 
Alicia Deanna, John Dew and Nigel Gatherer and also our very own ‘Local Hero’, Denis 
Lawson.

One of the standout highlights of the weekend was the Strathearn’s Got Young Talent 
show which was an amazing opportunity to witness the plethora of young talent that 
is based in Strathearn. The winner Charlie Deeth wowed audiences with his piano and 
voice cover of Count on Me by Bruno Mars. The event was successful in raising £1520 
and was a great way to support local artists and musicians who had, and continue to 
lose, significant income due to COVID-19. It was a great celebration of the talent we 
have so close to home.



2020 | Page 19

The Dance for Health classes, organised in partnership with Janice 
Fraser (Dance for Life), have made a big impact to people attending 
during 2020. Dance for Health is a 30-minute dance class specially 
designed for people living with mobility challenges, Parkinson’s 
or other neurological condition. We are glad to be continuing our 
partnership with Janice in providing Dance for Health classes in 
2021. More details of when and how to join in are provided in the 
Programme 2021 on p.23 and via our website.

During the winter months, the pop-up shop welcomed people to 
our newly leased box office/retail space at 2 Comrie St. This pop-
up shop showcased the wealth of local artists and makers in the 
Strathearn Area and allowed us to support them in such difficult 
times during a year of COVID-19 lockdowns and restricted activities. 
The Grey Earl created an uplifting and Christmas spirit raising window 
especially for it and plenty of gifts were bought evidenced by the 
strong sales figures the pop-up shop generated. 

We are greatly looking forward to our forthcoming Youth Film Project 
with LOGOS and Maker_Space thanks to thriving partnerships within 
the community. COVID-19 has forced us to rethink everything, from 
when and how we can safely reopen to how the arts landscape has 
changed and what events might look like in the future. 

The safety of our staff, volunteers and visitors is our number one 
priority, and an overview of our thorough risk assessment and 
mitigation measures for both attending our events and hiring the 
venue can be viewed on our website.

mailto:https://www.strathearnarts.org/dance-for-health?subject=
mailto:www.strathearnarts.org/covid-19%20?subject=
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THE BUILDING 
AND FACILITIES

Throughout the lockdown period we have continued to improve and 
expand our facilities, and we are looking forward to safely opening 
these up to the public as soon as we can. Our most significant 
development this year is the signing of a long-term lease on the 
shop unit adjacent to our entrance on Comrie Street. Opening in 
May 2021, (barring any changes to the COVID-19 restrictions) this 
space will serve principally as our box office and a retail space for 
local artists and craft makers, together with providing much-needed 
enhancement to our visibility and presence in the town centre.

With the assistance of grant funding from Screen Scotland, we 
have purchased and installed an upgraded projection system and 
retractable cinema screen which will greatly enhance the quality 
and range of our cinema offering, including event cinema, as well as 
improving the flexibility of the auditorium.

In addition, we have taken advantage of having an enforced break 
from hosting events in the building to upgrade our emergency 
lighting and fire alarm systems to the latest standards.

Looking to the future, we are currently running a Request for 
Proposals to select and engage an architect who will assist us 
in drawing up concept designs to improve the functionality, 
appearance and user appeal of the auditorium and box office, as 
well as improving the external appearance of the box office and 
main entrance to present an attractive and integrated façade. This 
will provide us with a coherent platform from which to approach 
potential funders to support the subsequent capital works.  

We are aiming for design improvements throughout the venue. 
These include: new tables and retractable cinema-style seating; 
upgraded acoustics and technology for both in-person and streamed 
events; a permanent bar area; and improved energy efficiency to 
reduce our environmental impact throughout our buildings and 
activities.

Trustees Report | Page 21
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PROGRAMME 2021
PROJECTS

‘Crieff Fair’s Kiss and A Rose’: A new theme tune for 
Strathearn Arts 
Live launch in May 2021

Following an open invitation from composer, musician, and 
storyteller, Scot AnSgeulaiche, nine professional local musicians 
have been busy collaborating on a new piece of music that is set to 
become the theme tune for Strathearn Arts. The aim was to create a 
musical piece together which captures the essence of Strathearn Arts 
as a venue and forum for artists and musicians. 

Working entirely remotely during lockdown, this intergenerational 
ensemble brought together a remarkable range of local talent (in 
order of appearance): John Dew – Great Highland Bagpipe and 
Whistle; Scot AnSgeulaiche – Acoustic Guitar, Bodhran and Saz; Rose 
Logan – Fiddle; Jennie and Jamie Turnbull – Piano; Cathy Tilbrook 
– Cello; Robbie Hutton – Vocals and Acoustic guitar; John Paul 
Masom – Additional lyrics; and Connor Sinclair – Acoustic Guitar and 
Wood Flute.

The final work takes two traditional pieces, ‘The Battle of Crieff Pass’ 
and ‘Crieff Fair’ and combines them with a brand-new composition 
‘A Kiss and A Rose’, the work of the emerging talented songwriter, 
Robbie Hutton. The result is a creative, passionate, and responsive 
piece that draws on our sense of place – the beauty of the natural 
environment in and around Strathearn, our history, our community – 
and the way in which art and music brings the community together 
and enriches the lives of the people that make up Strathearn today.

Strathearn Arts are delighted to have ‘Crieff Fair’s Kiss and A Rose’ 
so generously gifted to us for our future use and archive and will be 
featuring a live launch the later in the month. Sign up to our mailing 
list to be the first find out more on our website.

Strathearn Arts Youth Film Project 
May 2021

Responding to needs expressed by young people including members of Logos 
Youth Forum, Strathearn Arts – working with Logos and Strathearn Campus 
Makers’ Space – will deliver a Youth Film Project comprising workshops, 
screenings and learning opportunities centred around cinema and filmmaking. 
The project will: 

•  Increase self-confidence by engaging with and empowering the young people 
in project design and delivery

•  Increase employability through developing transferable skills

•  Overcome rural disadvantage for local young people as no such       
   opportunity exists without travel to cities in the central belt, for example

•  Establish a youth film club providing legacy opportunities for young    
   people in the years to come

Dance for Health with Janice Fraser: Dance Classes via Zoom 
Ongoing weekly

Dance for Health is a 30-minute dance class specially designed for people living 
with mobility challenges, Parkinson’s or other neurological condition.

Classes run every week on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays at 2pm. These 
dance classes are developed by Janice Fraser, a specialist in dance for health. 
They provide a rare and fantastic opportunity for people in the Crieff and 
Strathearn area who are feeling especially isolated during this lockdown as it’s a 
sociable virtual class.

Benefits of taking part in these friendly dance classes include working on 
Balance, Co-ordination, and Flexibility, as well as the sheer enjoyment of 
dancing around your home!

mailto:www.strathearnarts.org/whatson?subject=
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Comrie Croft

June 2021 

In partnership with Comrie 
Croft we will launch our first 
Drive-In Cinema weekend 
programme of films in June 
2021. 

The full programme of films 
is available on our website. 
Highlights include: Fantastic 
Mr. Fox for the family, 
Bohemian Rhapsody and 
Mamma Mia for the music 
loving audiences. Tickets are 
available for purchase via 
Eventbrite.

We thank our sponsors for this 
weekend of outdoor cinema 
viewing: Comrie Cinema 
Club, Crieff Hydro, The Crieff 
Food Co., Can Do Crieff, 
Miller Hendry and MESH – 
Mechanical Equipment Sales 
& Hire Crieff. 

Macrosty Park

July 2021 

This is a collaborative project 
using visceral, soul-filled 
music in combination with 
vital dance and unique, 
sculptural costume.

Ecdysis is a performance and 
music event with dancers 
and musicians from London, 
Bristol and Scotland. The 
project will be shown initially 
in the UK, Japan and New 
York.

Reptiles must shed their 
skin in order to grow. This is 
a strong metaphor for our 
modern age and reptiles 
themselves are mysterious 
and beautiful creatures.

Ecdysis is a series of 
happenings around 
each Macrosty Park. The 
work is provocative and 
inclusive, experimental, and 
uncompromising.

Oceanallover are renowned 
for their exciting and 
experimental style of 
performance at street level 
and in real time. The costume 
design of their artistic director 
is unique and visually arresting 
and small exhibition of his 
work will be on display at 
Strathearn Arts.

Macrosty Park

July 2021

Come and enter the world 
and playground of The 
Swings.  We love being on a 
swing and we know you do 
too!

A giant swing set, 5 m high 
and 2 swings.  2 aerial artists 
use the Swings as their aerial 
apparatus to fly high and 
appear throughout the day.  
They appear and disappear 
opening the Swings up for 
anyone to come and join in, 
to sit and swing.

A Sound Installation activated 
by your swinging and full 
of memories of being on a 
Swing.  Feel the rush of air 
past your face, the rise and fall 
and the joy of swinging that 
we love too. Play, watch and 
listen.  

An interactive event for all 
the family produced by All 
or Nothing. The Swings is 
our new work for outdoors 
in 2021.  Co-directed by 
Jennifer Paterson and Nic 
Green, sound by Yas Clarke 
and design by Becky Minto. 
All Or Nothing will tour with 
35 rocking stools that will 
be used to indicate socially 
distanced spaces for family 
groups. These can be used 
by the audience and those 
waiting to use The Swings, 
creating a little playground.

EVENTS

Drive-In Cinema Ecdysis The Swings

Comrie Croft 
 
August 2021

Slapstick Picnic would like 
to cordially invite you to its 
inaugural summer tea party, 
where marvellous feats of 
performance and culinary 
capers await. Over tea and 
cucumber sandwiches, 
they ask that you prepare to 
witness the impossible - the 
entirety of Oscar Wilde’s 
classic play of manners, 
affairs and handbags being 
performed by just two rather 
dashing entertainers. From the 
creators of The HandleBards 
comes a fantastically wild(e) 
new production, ripping 
up the recipe book and 
celebrating silliness. With 
Slapstick Picnic, you can have 
your cake and eat it.

Reopening 
 
May 2021

We are thrilled to be opening 
our Box Office and retail 
space at 2 Comrie Street, at 
the beginning of May. Newly 
styled by local designer, 
Laura Grace Caldwell, the 
retail space has a wonderfully 
fresh welcoming interior to 
showcase a high-quality range 
of arts and crafts for sale at 
reasonable prices. All arts and 
crafts are made by local artists 
and makers so why not pop 
in and buy something special 
for yourself or as a gift and 
help support independent 
local creatives. We also have a 
carefully chosen selection of 
books for sale with varied titles 
by local writers, and themes 
covering natural history, arts 
and crafts as well as a bespoke 
children’s section- so why not 
enjoy that bookshop feeling 
and take your time to browse?

We need your help!

We are looking for new 
recruits to join our brilliant 
team of volunteers helping to 
run the shop, so please get in 
touch if you have a few hours 
to spare and would like to 
help.  
 

 
 
September 2021

Travelling Gallery will be 
bringing ‘Shapes of Water’ 
exhibition to Crieff as part 
of Scotland’s Year of Coasts 
and Waters. The exhibition 
includes the work of three 
thought-provoking and 
exciting young artists 
who produced new work 
responding to the themes 
evoked by the Year of Coasts 
and Waters. Suzie Eggins, 
Amy Gear and Rhona 
Mühlebach each bring 
individual perspectives to our 
relationship with coasts and 
water.

Travelling Gallery is a 
contemporary art gallery in 
a bus. Since 1978 it’s been 
bringing exhibitions to 
communities throughout 
Scotland.

Travelling Gallery is a ‘not for 
profit’ organisation, regularly 
funded by Creative Scotland 
and part of Museums Galleries 
Edinburgh.

The Importance of 
Being Earnest 

Strathearn Arts Box 
Office & Shop 

Travelling Gallery

mailto:https://www.strathearnarts.org/drive-in-cinema?subject=
mailto:https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/strathearn-arts-11237136161?subject=
mailto:http://www.oceanallover.co.uk/index.html?subject=
mailto:https://www.nicgreen.org.uk/?subject=
mailto:https://www.nicgreen.org.uk/?subject=
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FINANCE
2020-2021

Graph of Income by Type 2018–2020 (excluding Grant Income)

Graph of Expenditure by Type 2018–2020 (excluding Grant Expenditure)

Income and Expenditure Account (audited) 
for Year ended 30 September 2020
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